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gathered and steamed for each meal to help out the short rations.
Eain and snow were almost constant with the prevailing west-
erly winds of that region. Naturally there was much discom-
fort to all hands, but nevertheless there were no complaints
heard from anyone. Everyone worked with a will cutting wood
to fill the bunkers or in making sails out of the awnings for
the improvised yards that were to help on if wind should favor
the ship.

A day of sunshine and fair wind came at last when we had
finished the sail and filled the bunkers. With these favoring
circumstances, the Wateree started for Castro, on the island of
Chiloa, distant about 250 miles, and with good luck, thanks to
the sail, reached an anchorage near that port just as the wind
died out and the wood was almost exhausted.

While there was no coal to be had at this point, there was
an abundance of dry wood, which the natives cut into cord-wood
size, tinder the direction of an American living among them.
There was no end of chickens, eggs, and potatoes, and upon these
our men lived bountifully, providing themselves also for the
trip to be made beyond.

Taking advantage of favoring circumstances, the Wateree got
under way for Ancud by the inland passage through the Chaeao
Narrows, a channel all the more dangerous from the swift tide-
way and the uncertain surveys of th$t date. She reached Ancud
after a few hours7 run in safety. In those far-off days, in those
out-of-the-way ports, supplies for ships were not always abun-
dant. There was no coal to be had on shore, but the arrival of
a coast steamer a day or two afterward enabled the Wateree's
commander to borrow some five or six tons which, with the excel-
lent dry wood purchased at Ancud, helped him to reach the port
of Valdivia, where a small amount of coal-dust and dirt was
secured at an exorbitant figure. With this the port of Lota, or
Coronel, was reached. As this port was the center of Chile's
coal-mining district, there was no further solicitude about fuel,
most of the ports on the station being easily within the steam-
ing radius of the ship.

In making this long voyage in tempestuous weather and
rough seas, the severe strains on the great side-wheels of the
Wateree loosened the radiating arms carrying the paddles soen feet, exposing at the lower
